Malines: The Second Conversation

Revised Prayer Book). Since this consideration did not apply
to himself, he had two projects in mind for furthering the
cause. The first was to publish a short defence of the primacy
jure divino\ the second was to put the same case before a meeting
of English Churchmen of all shades of opinion, to be held in
London under the chairmanship of the Bishop of Oxford (Dr.
Burge). Halifax concluded his letter with some suggestions of a
date and of delegates for another conference.14

The Cardinal sent an accommodating reply and Halifax
pushed on with his two plans. The Bishop of Oxford had al-
ready promised to preside at his meeting, which was to be at the
Church House on July ayth and was to include in the audience
a number of leading Nonconformists* The project, however,
came to nothing, for the Archbishop of Canterbury, hearing of
it from the Bishop of Oxford, very wisely begged Halifax to de-
sist. Such a meeting, he wrote, might cause 'untold mischief/
Questions were bound to be asked which neither the Bishop of
Oxford nor Halifax himself could answer without indiscretion.
To the proposed brochure the Archbishop had no objection,
providing it avoided "any reference to the actual Conferences at
Malines.*15

It was at this moment that, to the consternation of the Arch-
bishop, the Anglo-Catholic Congress in the Albert Hall, in all
the ebullience of its youth and on the suggestion of its president,
the Bishop of Zanzibar, telegraphed its greetings to the Pope,
adding a prayer for the peace of the Church. If Halifax's meet-
ing had been undesirable before, it would, the Archbishop was
positive, be calamitous now; and in the face of Halifax's out-
spoken disapproval, he maintained his objections. Hie Bishop
of Oxford withdrew his acceptance of the chair and the meeting
was abandoned.

A further event in July drew public attention to the Con-
versations. Miss Petre, the friend and biographer of Fr. Tyrrell,